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■ The Hooks fi nished 
a six-game road trip on 
Monday against Tulsa. For a 
report go to Caller.com.

The one virtue nei-
ther Father Time nor 
his troublesome knees 
could ever take from 
Tim Duncan was his 
presence. 

Whether it was on 
the fl oor or in the locker 
room, Duncan’s endear-
ing and selfl ess disposi-
tion defi ned a franchise 
for nearly two decades 
and provided the frame-
work for one of the most 

dominant dynasties in 
the history of sports.

Even as his numbers 
dwindled, his playing 
time shrunk and the rest 
of the league evolved 
while his athleticism 
decl ined , Duncan’s 

presence carried the San 
Antonio Spurs for 19 con-
secutive seasons. 

On Monday, Duncan 
decided 19 seasons was 
enough. 

It speaks to Duncan’s 
immense value that 
his retirement has sent 
shock waves across the 
NBA despite years of 
Groundhog Day-like an-
ticipation. This o� season 
the whispers never left 

much room for optimism, 
with all reports indicat-
ing Duncan was as close 
to the exit door as ever. 
But even if it is written in 
stone, nothing prepares a 
team, league or fan base 
for the day when a legend 
like Duncan walks away.

What makes Duncan’s 
departure so impactful is 
what his presence always 

Duncan’s presence carried Spurs for 19 seasons 
MARK
TRAVIS

COLUMNIST
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No player-coach duo has ever won more games than the 1,001 
that Tim Duncan and Gregg Popovich won together. Duncan 
retires after the best regular season in Spurs history.

By Ronald Blum
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Goose Gos-
sage keeps a bottle of Weibel 
Vineyards champagne with 
“Cubs” on the label perched 
on a shelf in his pantry, a re-
minder of when Chicago 

arrived in San Diego need-
ing one win to reach the 1984 
World Series and wound up 
crushed yet again. 

This year’s All-Star Game 
is a mini-Cubs celebration, 
with seven players on the 
NL roster, including the en-
tire starting infi eld, after a 

remarkable half-
season. But a sum-
mer slump serves 
as a reminder: A 
good start is a long 
way from Chicago 
winning its fi rst 
championship 
since 1908 or even 
bringing the World Series 
to She�  eld and Waveland 
Avenues for the fi rst time 
since 1945.

“ E v e r y o n e 
crowned us the 
World Series 
champion in De-
cember, which is 
unfair to the whole 
organization,” fi rst 
baseman Anthony 
Rizzo said Mon-

day. “Everyone put this high 
expectation on us, and we 

No champagne for Chicago yet
 ■ First half, All-Star Game favor 

Cubs, but season far from done

See ALL-STAR, 4C

By Je�  Zillgitt
USA TODAY

Tim Duncan played his 19-year 
Hall of Fame career in the NBA 
with little fanfare. He exited the 
NBA the same way, 
with no pageant-
ry befi tting one 
of basket-
ball’s great-
est big men.

T h e 
Spurs an-
nou nce d 
Duncan’s 
retirement 
M o n d a y 
morning, 
and Dun-
can didn’t 
p r o v i d e 
a state-
ment.

T h e 
6-foot-11 
D u nca n 
looms as 
a towering 
fi gure in the 
game — both 
in stature and 
accompl i s h -
ments. Spending 
his entire career 
with the San An-
tonio Spurs, Duncan 
won fi ve NBA champi-
onships in 19 seasons 
and was named MVP 
in 2001-02 and 2002-03 
and was the Finals MVP 
in 1999, 2003 and 2005.

Considered one of best 
big men in NBA history 
and perhaps the greatest 
power forward, Dun-
can fi nished his career 
with:

 ■ 26,496 points, 
14th on the league’s 
all-time scoring list.

 ■ 15,091 re-
bounds, sixth on 
the all-time list.

 ■ 3,064 blocks, 
fi fth on the all-
time list.

 ■ 1 , 3 9 2 
games, sev-
enth on the 
all-time list.

He won 

Spurs 
legend 
quietly 
retires

 ■ 19 years, one 
team; five rings

 DUNCAN’S DONE

See TRAVIS, 6C

By Fares Sabawi
fares.sabawi@caller.com
361-886-4392

Next season is going to feel 
different for Danny 

Green. While the 
2 9 - y e a r - o l d 

shooting guard 
is gearing up 
for another 

s e a s o n 
with the 
S a n 
A n -
t o n i o 
Spurs, 
he is 
d o -

ing so 
k n o w -

ing that 
Tim Dun-

can won’t be 
by his side.

Duncan, who became 
the face of the Spurs 
franchise while winning 
5 NBA championships, 

announced his retirement 
Monday after donning the 
black and gray jersey for 
19 years.

“I kind of expected it 
to happen but it’s still 
shocking,” Green said. 

“It’s going to be weird 
not having him out 
there.”

Green described 
Duncan as a “sarcas-
tic” guy who cracked 
jokes on the court 
and in the locker 
room. But humor isn’t 
what defi ned Duncan, 
Green said. It was his 
leadership.

“He always encour-
aged everybody,” Green 
said. “That was a big 
thing for everybody 
here, me especially. 
He helped me take 
my game to a di� er-
ent level.”

Green told the 
Caller-Times his 
thoughts on Dun-
can’s retirement 
Monday while 
traveling to Lar-
edo to host his 

Teammate 
considers 
life after 
No. 21

 DUNCAN’S DONE

 ■ Green praises 
big’s leadership 

See DUNCAN, 6C See GREEN, 6C
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Ben Zobrist of the Cubs will lead off Tuesday’s All-Star Game 
for the National League, which will be the visiting team de-
spite playing in an NL ballpark.



his first title in 1999, his sec-
ond NBA season, pairing 
up with David Robinson. 
He won his last title 15 sea-
sons later in 2014 with Tony 
Parker, Manu Ginobili and 
Kawhi Leonard. Parker and 
Duncan won four titles to-
gether, and Ginobili was part 
of three titles with Duncan. 
He won titles in three differ-
ent decades, too.

“Tim Duncan is one of 
the most dominant play-
ers in NBA history,” NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver 
said in a statement. “His 
devotion to excellence and 
mastery of the game led to 
five NBA championships, 
two regular-season MVP 
awards and a place among 
the all-time greats, while 
his understated selfless-
ness made him the ultimate 
teammate. For two decades 
Tim represented the Spurs, 
the city of San Antonio and 
the league with passion and 
class. All of us in the NBA 
family thank him for his 
profound impact on the 
game.”

Following San Antonio’s 
championship in 2014, 
Duncan tried to put in per-
spective what it meant to 
join a select group with five 
rings.

“It’s amazing to think 
about having done this five 
times,” he told reporters. 
“The kind of company I’m 
in, the people who have 
had such amazing careers 
and having had the abil-
ity to have one, and for the 
stretch, and the span be-
tween them, to still be in a 
situation where we can win 
or I can win another cham-
pionship is just an amazing 
blessing, and it’s not taken 
lightly.

“I’m blessed to be in the 
position that I can sit here 
and be asked that question 
and to be on a champion-
ship team and to even think 
about what that means. I 
can’t explain. It’s amazing 
to be a part of this for so 
long.”

San Antonio’s Gregg 
Popovich was the coach 
for all five championship 
teams and has made it clear 
his success as a coach is di-
rectly related to Duncan.

“He feels a responsi-
bility to his teammates,” 
Popovich told reporters at 
the start of the 2014 Finals. 

“He enjoys them. He wants 
to hang around as long as 
he can while he’s useful and 
while he’s having an impact 
on the game. He takes care 
of his body; he works out all 
summer long with a variety 
of different things, boxing, 
swimming. He’s very care-
ful about what he puts in his 
body, so he does everything 
he can maintain a level of 

play.
“At some point that will 

stop. It will probably be the 
third quarter of some game 
on the road some year, and 
he’ll feel like he’s not as sig-
nificant and he’ll walk into 
the locker room.”

It wasn’t the third quar-
ter of a road game. Dun-
can, who went about his 
business quietly and with 

no need to self-promote, 
walked away following 
his 19th season in which 
the Spurs won a franchise-
record 67 games but were 
eliminated from the play-
offs by Oklahoma City in 
the Western Conference 
semifinals.

“More than anything, he 
creates a welcoming envi-
ronment,” Popovich said. 
“He doesn’t really judge 
people much. He allows 
them to become success-
ful because he’s always 
somebody who is going to 
be supportive rather than 
critical. Now, he’s a fierce 
competitor, and he wants 
to have guys around him 
that are like-minded, but 
he really gives them room 
to flourish.

“The other part is he’s 
such an unselfish player, 
he makes players better. 
He allows them to be bet-
ter players because of his 
understanding of spatial 
relationships on the floor 
and time and score in a 
game, and he brings it ev-
ery day. Practice, he’s there 
early and late, even at this 
age, so it sets quite an ex-
ample, certainly makes my 
job easier.”

Duncan helped Rob-
inson, Sean Elliott, Steve 
Smith, Danny Ferry, Avery 
Johnson win titles, and he 
bridged generations, also 
helping Leonard, Danny 
Green and Patty Mills win 
a championship.

Consider this: When 
Danny Ferry played his first 
NBA game in 1990, Leon-
ard hadn’t been born. Dun-
can played through eras in 
which big men dominated 
and in which big men had to 
play different roles because 
spacing the floor, opening 
the paint, creating driving 
lanes and putting shooters 
at the three-point line pre-
vailed stylistically.

For his career, he av-
eraged 19 points, 10.8 re-
bounds, three assists and 
2.2 blocks and shot 50.6 
percent from the field. In 
251 playoff games, Duncan 
averaged 20.6 points, 11.4 
rebounds, three assists and 
2.3 blocks and shot 50.1 per-
cent from the field.

He was a model of con-
sistency and remarkably 
reliable, playing 1,392 of 
1,510 possible regular-sea-
son games. Of those games 
he played in, he won 1,001 
times — a winning percent-
age of .719.
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DUNCAN 
from 1C

skills clinic. Green’s state-
wide tour rolls through 
Corpus Christi with a 
meet-and-greet Wednes-
day and the basketball 
camp Thursday at Incar-
nate Word Academy.

“People show a lot of 
love and the kids always 
show great energy,” 
Green said. “It gives me a 
chance to explore Texas 
so it’s fun on both ends.”

Green said he’s en-
joyed hosting camps 
since a friend gave him 
the idea a few years ago. 
He said his team helps 
kids learn the fundamen-
tals of the game, but he’s 
hoping the participants 
can take some lessons 
that go beyond the court 
as well.

“I want them to gain 
leadership skills not 
just on the court but 

in life,” Green said. “I 
want to give them hope 
and inspire them and let 
them know they could be 
something great.”

Twitter: @Caller_Fares

GREEN 
from 1C

By Brian Mahoney
Associated Press

First Kobe Bryant, now 
Tim Duncan. A two-de-
cade chapter of NBA his-
tory has closed.

Two giants of their 
generation retired within 
months of each other, and 
their exits, just like their 
personalities and their 
games, couldn’t have been 
much different.

The destination is cer-
tainly the same. They will 
be headed to the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame together in five 
years.

Duncan ended his career 
Monday after 19 years with 
the San Antonio Spurs, 
three months after Bryant 
played the last game of his 
20 seasons with the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

“You’ve got probably 
two of the best at their po-
sition. To see them go, it’s 
kind of sad, but it comes at 
some point,” said Grizzlies 
assistant Nick Van Exel, a 
former teammate of both. 

Both retirements seemed 
possible going into the sea-
son after injuries and some-
times even ineffectiveness 
had creeped in late in their 
careers, but the absence of 
a familiar silver and black 
jersey, and one purple and 
gold one, is a jolt, just like 
when Oscar Robertson and 
Jerry West retired in 1974 
after the same season.

For now, the NBA moves 
on without a pair of players 
most responsible for car-
rying the league forward 
after Michael Jordan, two 
who stood as the best ex-
amples of what the league 
long aspired to be.

“It’s like when Michael 

passed the torch to Kobe 
and Tim, and now them 
passing it to LeBron. It’s 
a natural progression,” 
Houston coach Mike 
D’Antoni said. “The NBA 
keeps thriving because we 
keep having great players 
and those two exemplified 
two of the best.”

Bryant proved a basket-
ball player could not only 
be one of the brightest stars 
in Hollywood, but also Eu-
rope, Asia, or anywhere 
else his games were seen 
around the globe.

Duncan will always 
stand as the model that 
players don’t need to be 
backed by the big spenders 
in Bryant’s Los Angeles or 
Jordan’s Chicago to win, 
that small markets can soar 
with the right combination 
of skill and sacrifice.

Duncan embodied both, 
a player who for years 
could either dominate of-
fensively, defensively, or 
both, without the desire 
for praise or paycheck that 
came with it. He took far 
below market value to give 
the Spurs the means to for-
tify the team around him, 
so much so that his salary 
had he continued playing 
would have appeared puny 
at a time when dollars are 
flying around to players — 
and not even All-Star ones 
— like never before. 

His equivalent of a quiet 
exit out the back door Mon-
day came via press release 
from the team, not much 
different than the dozens 
that have been sent out in 
recent days by NBA clubs 
announcing minor free-
agent or draft-pick sign-
ings.

That’s all Duncan de-
served?

More likely it’s all he 
wanted, which is what 
made him and the Spurs 
so perfect together. They 
don’t care for wasting time 
on words, and sure enough 
there wasn’t even a quote 
in Duncan’s announce-
ment. 

Bryant always did things 
differently, from his much-
flashier wardrobe to his 
much larger bank account 
last season as the NBA’s 
highest-paid player, which 
prevented the Lakers from 
the building options that 
Duncan’s salary afforded 
the Spurs.

Bryant at first said he 
wanted no part of a fare-
well tour, no gifts from 
teams he was trying to 
beat, yet that’s exactly 
what his exit became. He 
announced early in the 
season that it would be his 
last, allowing him a long 
and lengthy goodbye.

And when it ended with 
his scintillating 60-point 

throwback in the final 
game of the season, some-
how turning Golden State’s 
record-setting 73rd victory 
into the night’s second sto-
ry, it was a final reminder 
that even when there were 
better teams and better 
players, he was never far 
from the spotlight.

He arrived in 1996 when 
high school players were 
far from a sure thing, one 
of the reasons he slipped 
to what seems now an un-
fathomable No. 13 in the 
draft. Duncan arrived the 
following June as one of the 
surest things ever, a four-
year player at Wake Forest 
with NBA-ready skills and 
smarts.

Duncan got to the top 
first in 1999, Bryant’s Lak-
ers won the next three ti-
tles before the Spurs ended 
their run, and the pattern 
stayed that way for years. 
One or the other appeared 
in 13 of the 16 NBA Finals 
from 1999-2014, and both 
Bryant and Duncan fin-
ished their careers with 
five championships. 

Their playing days are 
over, but the debate over 
who had the better career 
— or perhaps, who was 
the best player of his gen-
eration — might continue 
many more years. Bryant 
scored far more but also 
lost more, unable to match 
Duncan’s amazing consis-
tency during 19 straight 
playoff seasons and an 
NBA-record 17 consecutive 
50-win seasons.

“For us as players, we 
just enjoy and appreciate 
each other,” Bryant said 
earlier this season. “It’s not 
a matter of who’s better or 
who’s greater. You just ac-
cept the careers that you’ve 
had. I appreciate his career, 
and vice versa.”

And sometime in 2021 in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, 
there will be a night to ap-
preciate them together. 

on basketball

Exits differ, Hall of Fame future same
Tim Duncan 
joins Kobe 
Bryant in 
retirement, 
ending a 
two-decade 
chapter of 
NBA history. 
Their exits, 
just like their 
games and 
personalities, 
couldn’t have 
been much 
different.

AssoCiATeD 
Press File

■■ Era ends as 
Kobe, Duncan 
leave NBA stage

guaranteed the Spurs: 
Success.

Duncan made the play-
offs every year of his ca-
reer and won 50 or more 
games in 18 of his 19 sea-
sons, with the lone ex-
ception being the lockout 
shortened 1998-99 season, 
a season the Spurs won the 
title. He was the anchor 
of the winningest trio in 
NBA history alongside 
Tony Parker and Manu 
Ginobili, and no player-
coach duo has ever won 
more games than the 
1,001 Duncan and Gregg 
Popovich won together. 
And Duncan retires after 
the best regular season 
in Spurs history, during 
which they won 67 games 
and tied the NBA record 
with their 40-1 record at 
home. 

Although they didn’t 
stand out because of the 
Spurs’ brilliant play, there 
were signs during the 
season that this would 
be Duncan’s last year. 
He missed eight straight 
games in January and 
February because of an in-
jured right knee and never 
looked quite as spry once 
he returned. The Spurs 
were unquestionably bet-
ter when Duncan was off 
the floor against the War-
riors, which might have led 
to Duncan coming off the 
bench in the conference 
finals if the Spurs had ad-
vanced that far. 

That said, Duncan’s re-
tirement seems a season 
premature. He was legiti-
mately good last season. 
His offensive numbers hit 
a career low, but that was 
expected with LaMarcus 
Aldridge’s arrival making 
him the fifth option. On 
the other end, Duncan re-
mained superlative, post-
ing advanced numbers 
that gave him an even 
stronger case for the De-
fensive Player of the Year 
award than Kawhi Leon-
ard, who won the award 
for the second straight 
season. But rather than 
pushing for a 20th season 
when his knees might have 
prevented him from be-
ing a positive contributor, 
Duncan finishes his career 
having helped the Spurs to 
the very end. 

And though Duncan fin-
ished his career as a defen-
sive specialist, lest we for-
get, prime Duncan was one 
of the most incredible all-
around basketball players 
in the history of the NBA. 

Duncan averaged 21 and 12 
the moment he arrived in 
the NBA, and there wasn’t 
a single basketball skill he 
didn’t possess. He was flu-
ent, if methodical, on the 
block, a cunning passer 
from his perch in the post, 
precise with his finishes, 
deliberate in cleaning the 
glass and punitive when 
protecting the paint. 

Duncan’s unprecedent-
ed longevity elevated him 
to a different historic pan-
theon, but the player he 
was before he began pass-
ing the torch put him in 
position to be an all-time 
great. When it came time 
to take a back seat, Duncan 
was more than accommo-
dating, constantly seeking 
to reinvent himself, always 
looking to bend and twist 
to perfectly suit the needs 
of his team. 

It is hard to shake the 
idea that the modern Bill 
Russell just retired. From 
his unparalleled defen-
sive ability to his genius 
understanding of the 
game to his reputation as 
the best teammate in the 
NBA, Duncan’s résumé 
mirrors Russell’s, and 
Duncan did his winning 
in a much more competi-
tive era. With five cham-
pionships, three Finals 
MVPs, two regular sea-
son MVPs and 19 years of 
stability for his franchise, 
Duncan has a strong claim 
as the best player of his 
generation and as one of 
the five best players in 
NBA history. 

Duncan does not leave 
the Spurs in a vulnerable 
state. No team other than 
the Warriors is set up for 
future success better than 
the Spurs are with Leon-
ard as their next franchise 
cornerstone, and San An-
tonio should still be Gold-
en State’s biggest threat in 
the West during the next 
couple of years. 

But as great as Leon-
ard, Popovich and Gen-
eral Manager R.C. Buford 
are, the Spurs will not win 
50 games a season for the 
next two decades, they 
will not make the playoffs 
for the next 19 seasons and 
they won’t hang five more 
championship banners 
in the rafters by the time 
Leonard turns 40. 

They won’t because the 
presence of Tim Duncan, 
a player whose fusion of 
humility, class, and ability 
will never be replicated, 
made all of those things 
possible. 

And now Duncan, seem-
ingly forever present, is in 
the past. 

TRAVIS 
from 1C

AssoCiATeD Press File

With five championships, three Finals MVPs, two regular 
season MVPs and 19 years of stability for his franchise, Tim 
Duncan has a strong claim as the best player of his generation.

spurs’ 
guard Danny 
Green will 
be in Corpus 
Christi on 
Wednesday-
Thursday. 

if you go
What: Meet-and-greet 
with spurs guard Danny 
Green
When: 6-7 p.m. 
Wednesday
Where: Corpus Christi 
Gym, 3202 Cabaniss 
Parkway.
Information: For 
information on Danny 
Green’s skills camp, visit 
DannyGreenNBA.com

TiM Duncan, By The nuMBers
By the numbers, some of the accomplishments of Tim 
Duncan, who announced his retirement Monday after 19 
NBA seasons, all with the san Antonio spurs.
1: Duncan was taken No. 1 overall by the spurs in 1997.
2: NBA MVP awards, 2001-02 and 2002-03. Also the number 
of other players (John stockton, Kobe Bryant) to spend at 
least 19 years with one NBA franchise.
3: NBA Finals MVP awards, 1999, 2003 and 2005. Also the 
number of decades in which he won NBA championships, 
something no other player in league history has done, and 
the number of times he came off the bench in his regular-
season career.
5: NBA championships won, in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2007 and 
2014.
8: Career triple-doubles (four regular season, four 
playoffs).
10: length, in pages, of Duncan’s biography in the spurs 
media guide.
15: All-star selections.
19: The number of years he played.
21: The only jersey number he ever wore with the spurs.
23: NBA player of the week awards.
27: Duncan’s career-high for rebounds, set Jan. 27, 2010 
against Atlanta.
50: Minimum number of games the spurs have won in each 
of the last 17 seasons, an NBA record.
53: Duncan’s career-high for points, set Dec. 26, 2001 
against Dallas.
140: Number of players who appeared in at least one game 
with the spurs as a Duncan teammate.
251: The number of playoff games in which he played. 
There are 18 active NBA franchises that have not been in 
as many playoff games.
701: Games he won alongside both Tony Parker and Manu 
Ginobili, most by a trio in NBA history (575 regular season, 
126 playoffs).
835: His career regular-season dunk total.
1,001: regular-season wins in which he appeared, third-
most in NBA history. He and Gregg Popovich have the most 
wins by a player-coach duo in NBA history.
1,005: Career double-doubles (841 regular season, 164 
playoffs).
1,392: regular-season games played.
3,020: His blocked-shot total, fifth-most in NBA history.
4,225: His assist total, third-best in spurs history.
9,370: Career playoff minutes played, most in NBA history.
15,091: His rebound total, sixth-most in NBA history.
26,496: His point total, 14th-most in NBA history.
47,368: His minutes played, 10th-most in NBA history.
14,403,425: Combined attendance for spurs regular-
season home games during Duncan’s career.
240,000,000: The estimated worth in dollars of his NBA 
contracts with the spurs.

Associated Press


	0712C001CCCT1
	0712C006CCCT1

